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My name is Yaqoob Shahzad and I'm from Pakistan. I have a wife and a daughter who are very
important to me. It has been eight years since I fled to South Korea in search of life and freedom due
to the threats I received from terrorist groups. For those of you in the safety of South Korea, it's hard
to imagine the dangers my family faced in my country.

I have submitted and explained countless pieces of evidence and my life experiences to the Korean
immigration authorities about these dangers, but for eight years, they never listened to my
explanations. Only recently, in February, I was able to win my case at the Seoul Administrative Court,
which is a miraculous thing to hear in Korea for the first time in only my third refugee application.
But even then, the same immigration authorities who rejected my application for eight years have
appealed again, even though the judiciary recognized my rights. For my family, this is actually very
unfortunate. But this repeated attitude of the immigration authorities in South Korea is actually so
familiar to refugees that I wasn't surprised, because refugees in South Korea know all too well how
the immigration authorities treat us.

However, I recently heard that the South Korean government has sent a bill to the National Assembly
to change the refugee law for the worse, and this news is absolutely shocking. I know that the South
Korean government has not done a good job of protecting refugees who have taken refuge in South
Korea because they love freedom, peace, and security. Despite having tons of evidence, and even
having been abandoned by a terrorist group that left my daughter with a hearing impairment, my
refugee case was repeatedly denied. I was finally able to win in court, but if this bill had been passed
in the past, I and my family could have been unjustly deported and lost our lives.

I've heard that the Korean government is pushing for the establishment of an immigration agency, but
at the same time, ['ve also heard that they've recently been arresting people at workplaces and factories
across the country in a crackdown on foreigners, and I'm confused as to whether or not they are really
willing to accept and welcome foreigners and refugees who have been living in Korean society as
members of the community.

Refugees are not special people; they are just ordinary people in extraordinary circumstances. I am no
different. All that refugees like me who have fled to South Korea ask is to find a normal and safe life.
Why else would refugees risk their lives to cross borders, and seeking refuge like this is a precious
human right guaranteed by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the Refugee Convention.
If this bill is passed, there will be countless refugees living invisibly in South Korea with no
protection, refugees who will lose their lives or freedom if they return to their countries, families torn
apart, unjustly punished, and a future lost. We call on South Korea's parliament, which boasted of
being the first country in Asia to enact a refugee law, to come to its senses.



3
I
2
pS|
S

o o
E oF o] - H
ol B ﬂwOA_ o
ey ] Orl |__/| 10 o A
4 e = I g = o S %_L.@_o -
1l s < o ® o o 1 ofL
ml I = M w e oa R = I = :
03 o m ™ < ol Bl Koo Pl =z - o
ul Ol 1+ <z W Koo TS =~ = [
r KF I 0 ok 5 H I v m X 6 2 J A
il =) x B o5 L mom s o X o 3 IF o mZ O
H = S —~ H = IV m S H S OF 30 53 O =
R a o ogn W v S E W) I o5 = o R W= mua%
— 7T - < == —< T - o = 3
K [ = ) 5 S B oW m my Ol om e ool o
4 I sty 8 o = °F T3 oo T o H M
_A___ﬁ_ < < o X mum_._.m___ﬂ@u w2 o - z X o o N = ___HOnHE__E
: L oo q o O R 855 R R AN
nH mwm ! ol o o o o Fogpo A0 oon e _3 o m_ﬁ rH KI = i M
ol = 2 P W o KK K T X ooy g o M ge O3 W
I o W w f_;%%wmg_o_m = HE e
E=] ! o7 K o3 m._noA_ ol - w_ o3 Ul 30 _.I.m ol o H 3 U oo
i <0 ooy e GRS TS LN m T q S oy WU RC Ol
= Jo__o._ |__A|._.ﬁ|_ o s __on_tOI H S =
+ ° iR o K g oF — ko= mﬁhﬁ‘@ 5t = W =8
oF R .._A._.:/,m_oﬁ %MOL,EE ...OM____/A _..__._._ MWNH
Bl BT g = = 0o e_ue%mo ﬁﬁ%ﬁ% o = = Kb
4 I m % T X g o Wy o2 Wm_uwou R ol oM
= ol @l = W T g K oo < = S o W — o 1] K
rev) _._._|L||_A _ — = X of 7l g :_o_ugz__._._LO _n_._u O__ATLIO
ol ﬂ|E_._._._o _._._.__/LI..A_“_ HEL:LEI _A._ln._um/_A T o _.J.o_l_.r:
3 @ om ok T Jch_ﬁwwn mmi____.._x_. = o B IE
1 = o3 m___o__u____ o ol 3 & o5z M S ik J o X
I_h o oK o = ol 7 m_._._.__._._|__o._ <k o] = ~ oF m ED._ =1
o3 o O £ Ko oo M o = & Swx g B % = ) I
E T = X ol m S Wl = CR R KE = o
—_ &N R~ ool KOOI oK Td Wo ) - . M=) .r___o_r__”__.
O._ 1ol K | 10 o._m_u |r|_._LI_l|_O | o N 0 —
S T K- IF =T ok TS 40 K o m oo 2 oo S ol o1 5 ol o3 1l
. mo o T xS © X = ﬂo1|_lr_ = ﬁgom_:
™ < N or o = ~ N0 o - S I = 20 = =
- o o @ WS W =z o355 = 405&:2
3 T T T - SRS G 4 R oo
= w__u_.r__w o___H:m_ME X = R & m_womin Ho 0
= B PR3 W E o x5 S W o Sw &% o W@ oo
- K = = B0 moq§7a 0 g Wy #F G nopnz
0 o w..o__/oM H_Asw_u_..& m_,r.ta___ 7 ot pl o I o ___MW%
—_ R n 3 ~ ~N K0 ok T ol o o M T ol | T &
oph W u_%m_W muL_AuM_mum: Euﬁne muqm_E_IE = K ot g o™
5 K oF 1 x M Jﬂom_lxo T L A R ol wu I
ofl Kl = _w__mWo_a_ ._._W_.:HAol_ WoMM_._.___A._u U__._un_u..._muu = o T Im_m__%_._:
N RN = 5 LT < f 3w Wy I e X o = @ s M o
SRy B0 Ao W Ho_gaw o 5 o oo W
= 0 @l m__m__m%:m_ %Mwﬂ@% o HoA Wiy
- . P — IIT.A|| _H_l_|
R N = o = BT R
ol ===H.|A n__w_._u_lm
__OA_“_ ||__|L O=.__I_.AI
T | 1



{ GIELICH ZEETMIL Qs =

ke

0f

2
S

== EH, 33 W

ot

0| e
[y |

ol Lt
=

J80 =

=;

I X33 % |3t

Lo
— —

LICtH I3 ZEETIMOl= S

O HAO| 7ITHE| S LICt =0

| 2 HFREE =

%

A=

o

FXI2H &R Al 2F

S
22| HAHA o EetetHM Mo = & EfFsHA HEEHY, K|

HEXM LIt

3|2t

2 EULh =



=
=

=2
=

PSS
=

2|AH0| =0t
M= x|
.|
dZE (UPR)
FELCE 0|25t

=

= Zgt, 8=0
=

FHICHE 2HX| Z5t==

IARZF 2 77EX]
o

|0l A, HITHZ

—

—

X
Z0|Cct. o|0] HEE=

oA 1%

=

L—
—

40| 2 35%2t=
(o]

o

X
=3
H

=
=
X

2

=

=

o

.|

a
S

o

—

b

—
m]

S

(o]

=l
et

17t EME = |
2l

—

=

Lt
x

I.

ol, OlMl= &ALE

M2,

—
—

= =
=&

0l LI Rrp'n 22

=1

0] 0l ‘OtAlOF == 2

=]
=
=

o
EXIZH & MA B

—

—

.l

X
(=3

o

=]
I
3

o
|_

tal

L
—

o

HE2 OECD 7}

EE-CTTE

|
=

—

(¢]

SO
o

pS|
tal
=

L
—

{H3S

X

I'H, = A

—

20|

3
—_—
=

m]
=

I.

r
—
o\

=
=

7ItHE 2 HESHRAUCE. OFA[OF = =

t24= Z0|Ct.

—

—

)

F

HX|CHAITI
Ol 99%2| 't

3

3

Al
=
ESYS |

F

2ol0| M, 9871 Sl 3| =2 sH=20f “

TR SALZE O M SCHet

20124 23,

U
X+ Oof
=

=
o

T

]

[
1

PIAFZ 0] 7|t &

©

EA2LE

EEXE

"

o

=2 o
= T

=7 H AL, E=

=]
=



(=)
Sy

PSS
=

—
—

HOF

MFL MES HEA =HM HALE

[e]

=
o
[Lm

o G7t
10] {24

—

=
e

HAl 3 RI=0| HHEA| AFAIO| OFL| A El= A= OFL "2}
A

AFE Ol H

=

=

FEM

=1

=X 2 10| Al M7 FatCt

—

x
(il

Ct. Ol={st &

i

AA

S

[ =

A

FALE &

[S)
o

=
X
—

[m]

3

o

I.

ol
=

2
|-
—

o =2

o]
A

=1

o}
I

U

AlO
(o

9

3

U

SEE

FUPR 2f2|0i 0|0 Xt=-2+F

R't=Z el M4x

22

t

S
—

[0l A O

k=1

20234,
Ct. FE7F A

= A

ol
®l

1

d0|C}.

3

HO¥F

(s

1



HESs Xdk 20211 128 17 L

29| HAMOof| 7[THo Al

é::l

old
=T

10{5t=

A
==

I ‘o

P

o3
o

—
(o]

110

=
10

ol
S

J

K-
oj

0

0l

2%’ MxCt

]
Kl

q 7

JH
o
&3
<+
o

| = CHAl

A A S

oFl

=

ol

Y

U= 7|12/ ZAL M2 EZ2X| Z5t11

| ®7|=l2
= ARH M=

<

AL = 2F A EXE

L
sl

Ch 230
HZ Ot

o]
poN

=
o

TR SARER 72l E2d0] ZH2lole F

M

=
=

4= ot

ke

ALES)

A

iofl

<0

iy

o 7|= 04 0F

—
—

}

[§)

o Halg B

2l
SYE U= A0l Z[0 RACH M=

et

h

0

)

INgaloN

el =

E2S

QHEE

2 ZESHA|

f

7

f

1A A

St
=

8oz O|F| X0t

X
Are| I

M

sS85t

HE Ol A

=

ol

WIS OA 5EX 2 HAEXS

o

of o

ot 253

(e~
A

}

s

il

ojn
|

110
ol

ok

Ol OLEf3t oIz}, BEQL 257} QTHEO] OFAIOF H 2]

|

HEolct. et=2l XA 0l =7t O

ol
—_ —

N Bl

N

i

= Moz LHA|

2o

Ct. 2=

B3
il
H
ol
ok
KT
nd
o

1o

o0
Gl

1K
S

1

RSy

b Z 87 ORAOHIM = O =

S
—



10| & 0]4f

O
—

ot

ol n =
._A:m RO o
L_l_M @.._nAH_lJA ~ N - -
O_ |_||.| DII IL |_../-_”_ __o._ _||_|_ ~
w5 -G LA =l =
ﬂ .r_r._ IKF E_;_._ﬂ___ = 5 Wﬁ_ KF mu 5 o ol Ww Mn Ko .
o ~ = I_.L||Hﬂ s - = |I_H_|_|_.|_|
o0 L op o G P R m ool B 5 o S o 4 = T Vo
) KF o o = ol HO m - Kk - > < [ - ol ol =
PE 43 CpymibEseasl g Re @S LB Bowmoou
o = ol 3 w__loHoE_EmmohE_m_m_%% T T O I - = s B
— = K @ o = ) of z = SR o o 5l ol ol o
0 ] m E___.__ I ”_”_ |_|L o .___.w._ od _.AlT au = o = mn - iod @ Muu_ s = _.Alg W_—.u KF < i u
W ~ o 3 m woE x Bk R TR wp OB 0 Moy o W5 Moo x
ioll o0 RO Jmﬂl,moa,#gmeﬁE(OI_P____H%O_MA?&H%MOI:
W5 R %agu&mwmm,ma,_aﬁw_@@%ﬂamuix;_
w O s ﬂ__g%woUmﬁgkaﬂuﬂ_uwo:ﬂui%H4T|,__gmon_
of _._._o Eill o Bl — oF ~ 0O < = = = X =z K o ol - = ikd ok o KF
H = o = K = i o M0 5o K T X o K K Ho = oF = =n oF .= = 10 —
rans B Al o of @l H < 0% <+ o Ul or H ol &l 00 o @l WK O ol — 2
o8 iy R oA ﬂzo o Emu N OO T G 3 2 mw_.___.ﬁ_u ,x._.__.og 0 oy o am Mo fr ® R
< Ol L Tz Kog W 0 M = G K B o H @ o R 40 o7 ol <K
oo wm o &2 Ho %%ﬂi&@ﬂﬁ_c%ﬁm%ﬂﬂwm_AexTAWN%%WO_EH,
o4y ToE ol mDJ.),m_umo_wumAHn&xT%l_Eno%ﬂgo-,__gm_ﬁ__g%ﬂ_
S W Mmo.ru_ = n_._w__MEM%mlmm_sw_._.m._.__mmme%%nom_%xlu%:.%%@ﬁw
L S - EwﬁmQwax_,mmwww@xfm_wa,a,w“m__dl;ﬁmmn@iﬁo
1K K o o ol of O o w2 = Ntf|ﬂ__om_x+ro:|,+ﬂx_.
= - - 0 (a1 B = T T < o = 4 = = ...._.LL|_A__I|I
= w287 g A& %ga@mwgmmHMﬂwymﬂma%%ya%Qwﬂ
T R N -~ N TGS u TR o3 A AL = = T 0 D g5 onr o
T = o~ o = o K o 21 & M Q o K 2 O W K & _rJo_._+2
LI R -
ol A= ~ ﬂzol.v.k.L||ﬂu_Aumm._=__EAL|3 |x_|o|/u_.._.m.do__o_/.A
0 w = wp M0 2 =] 4R4AO|,tI(H_mv._._x_.old__gle o I
mu_u ol i = T F o L 7 ol = 0 O o N2 Kk 57 ) 9 W_ = K o5 ol m & O
B M S g ~ %,mwmm_ﬁxlfgo___mo%moﬁwamﬂﬁir_ol_ﬂ__Jw_w__xlT%_aw_
w0 =~ ot 0 B 9 R A X ,.r___o.rﬁ%rloltl
_%_. ___A.OW _/.__.__._rnmU 476m1oWE.n_,ﬂmmom_mm__“ﬂa%%uﬁu%%ﬂﬂoﬂ%ﬂ\umﬁmuﬂ
_ = ® = K ,nr,rﬂ_+_.|_._=___u_Au_H n,,mw._(oa.r.kuzo_ﬂu_._ull
N ol < Mo %mymxﬂmﬁ_nﬁ_ﬂﬁﬂtﬂmaﬂﬂ,tﬁﬁx._._._zozow_o_m%
R TR A =T m_uﬁmo%:_ﬁg.ﬁ],aﬁomumw_wn:ﬂé?iﬂii%ﬁmx_.
o B oToW SR BWWEH_HEMAHﬂo_wawxﬂﬁuoﬁ%ATM@%iamm
Kol o= E____.A_% ._._ewuzopl_xxl_.w_mﬁHMmEoEﬁﬂ3%@2_%”0_4@”5&5
o g ol J_md%ze%oﬁﬁoﬂ_tﬁeio_m%au%ﬁM%xlo;_umuT
=l = LLH E o ° n (\F._ ol ofl H0 r+ ol S u o Kk ir < o = N0 Mo K (H.__.m. T Ho o =
5 = )3 3 I Q@ m_. o< K o K W _.uﬂ_ M._ o a5 = 2 VIR E = Rl X0 AU D
X 0 o o I ~Eowm -0k o X EIA_ML__d_HEI,ﬂﬁ_ETH,__o_m@__m
- mo = oo h HO b & o & oF M o % & T g ™ o= oWl =2 o - = iod 1o
1 - o =T ol KO A._ _._._ [ = H qd % M o K £ = - X bl = ¥l m S -
— T — 0 . 0 K d 9 K~ K =S wea s [
s S oo m o s m_el_o_am_%mfs EtnM_L,Eos%__ra_ﬂ_w_%z__gAa_uﬂm_
B um BgK ﬁﬂg@g%awmgﬁﬂ@%iWi%&&ﬁﬁﬂ£w$
T — 2 = 7o om U T AT I Y O Hr w m d 5
Gl o ol _n: Jo L L 0 T = M o e K rll T Ie)
= 2 mr o - o < ol X O LA Q K- W ® " K H U0 ol =
ol M o Hwom_@ Em_mﬁm_%aw_.wﬁﬁw,m_ﬂﬂ%%%o,ﬁm_ew_zom_.ﬁomﬁv_uﬁ%
7tzoﬂﬁml_++w_um_ﬁxfmo%momluolu_x_.lEE@EE_E
KI 5 X0 wl 1o S W X ol ﬁo .__/.._ of o K- ™ m K- M UF



all

21

OFAHO|F= L S XHAIE], OFA|OF

=
110

O HEEXODUS, 0| BIMES

| = X X[ 50|

3

S2FRA

Ho

ZHIE T SAHEH),

st

SHIFHAMOLR,

|, 22ES

el E 3

2P,

SYRMANG, ETUHE/AIRLAMX|E, 0|22t

H

l,

AR LXK 2

%A

OfLtz 24X E, SOt # oS 0t2|s22t0], (20|

o

| (Active Refugee Korea)

Lio
- —



A A=2(E2)

The Korean government should immediately abolish the Refugee
Amendment Bill that promotes racism

On December 17 2021, the Ministry of Justice introduced the Bill to amend the current Refugee Act.
The Bill which was initiated in 2018 as an answer to the xenophobic sentiments made by those who
were unfamiliar with Yemeni refugees, has been opposed by refugees and the civil society
organizations, as well as the National Human Rights Commission of Korea, UNHCR, and lawyers’
groups, including the Korean Bar Association and the Lawyers for a Democratic Society. The
Ministry of Justice went ahead with the proposal despite such opposition, and is now trying to force it
through the National Assembly.

The Refugee Amendment Bill is aimed at providing a legal basis for deportation of refugees which is
already prevalent, and stigmatizing the asylum-seekers as “abusive applicants” to reject their
applications. The key provision of the Bill is the introduction of the "inadmissibility determination"
procedure, which prevents asylum-seekers from being properly reviewed and interviewed. If passed, it
is likely to result in the deportation of all refugees who failed to prove themselves because they had
not been subject to any assistance.

The Republic of Korea is the country with one of the lowest refugee recognition rates among OECD
countries, with less than 1% of refugees being recognized each year. Most asylum-seekers are not able
to get any assistance during the refugee status determination procedure, nor do they receive translation
and interpretation support. The need for improvement of the refugee status determination procedure
has been consistently raised both nationally and internationally, as refugees are not given proper
opportunities to present evidence, express themselves and explain their situation. Instead of making
efforts to improve the current system, however, the government is trying to worsen the situation by
preventing re-applications. With the Bill, approximately 99% of failed asylum-seekers without any
assistance will be repatriated without any further opportunities for review.

Since the enactment of the Refugee Act, the government has made efforts to limit opportunities and
create barriers for refugees, rather than ensure the rights of refugees and asylum-seekers. The Ministry
of Justice has issued and spread the guidelines that systematically deteriorate the refugee status
determination procedure, resulting in the tainted and manipulated procedure what should be a fair,
transparent and professional. Victims of inadequate procedure were stigmatized as abusive applicants,
deprived of their right to stay, and pressured to leave by threatening their survival. And in 2023, on the
10th anniversary of the Refugee Act, the government is rushing to pass the Refugee Amendment Bill
to erect barriers by preventing re-application.

The Korean government and the National Assembly has proudly introduced the Refugee Act as the
first independent refugee law implementing the Refugee Convention in Asia. Without any proper
refugee policies, and with insufficient support for overseas refugees, the enactment and
implementation of the Refugee Act was the only achievement made by the Korean government that it
can at least pretend that it has somewhat advanced system. With the Refugee Amendment Bill,



however, the government is trying to shake up the very foundation of the Refugee Act. If passed, the
Act is no longer a human rights law, but the law repatriating refugees.

Now, the National Assembly should do its part to ensure that the values of the Refugee Act are
undermined or ruined. The Refugee Act as a human rights law must not go backwards, but must move
forward to protect the rights of refugees.

We strongly condemn the Korean government’ incitement and use of hate-speech when it is supposed
to prevent xenophobia and make efforts to improve the system. Standing in solidarity, the civil society
will not allow the enactment of the Refugee Amendment Bill that repatriates refugees. The Korean
government should immediately withdraw and abolish the Refugee Amendment Bill that promotes
racism.



